
Innovation In Protection
From Pathogens

Protect Your Patient
Protect Yourself
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“Protect Your Patient.
Protect Yourself.”

EMS GurneyHospital Gurney EMS 
Backboards

Path-O-Wrap® Offers Innovation in 
Protection from Pathogens

Path-O-Wrap® is an innovative product that protects healthcare professionals and 
patients from blood-borne pathogens and cross-contamination. Path-O-Wrap is a thin, 
clear polyethylene shield that adheres to the surface of backboards, gurney mattresses, 
and other devices to provide a sanitary barrier, thereby preventing patient exposure to 
harmful pathogens. Path-O-Wrap comes in 20-count, conveniently perforated rolls so 
that each shield can be applied in seconds.  Path-O-Wrap is a disposable and 
inexpensive healthcare protection solution.
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Barrier Product
Path-O-Wrap® (patent-pending) was developed to provide a barrier between patients and contaminated spinal 
immobilization backboards, gurney mattresses, and other devices, and to protect healthcare professionals from 
exposure to blood-borne pathogens that remain during cleaning and handling. Independent studies have shown that 
gurney mattresses and backboards can become “potential reservoirs of pathogenic organisms”. Further studies show 
even “clean” backboards can pose a serious risk of contamination. One study examined multiple “clean” and “in-service” 
backboards, and found every board tested to be contaminated with various pathogens including, G(-) and 
G(+) Bacillus; G(-) Bacillus (Pseudomonas aeruginosa); G(-) Bacillus (A. baumannii); 
G(-) Bacillus (Acinetobacter sp); G(+) Cluster forming coccus; G(+) 
Coccus (ND); Fungus; Yeast; and G(+) Coccus (Methicillin 
Resistant Staphylococcus aureus).

Infections
Infections acquired from exposure to harmful bacteria including 
MRSA can be fatal to certain patients. Yet traces of potentially 
fatal organisms can be found on standard EMS equipment 
including spinal immobilization backboards, and ambulance & 
hospital gurneys. The United States Department of Labor, 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration’s (OSHA) 
regulation for Toxic and Hazardous Substances, number 
1910.1030, describes in detail the need for protection and 
mandates that EMS professionals sanitize medical 
equipment. Section 1910.1030(d)(4)(ii) of this regulation 
states, “All equipment and environmental and working 
surfaces shall be cleaned and decontaminated after contact 
with blood or other potentially infectious materials.” 
Unfortunately, standard cleaning techniques often fall short 
of adequately decontaminating surfaces.

Cleaning & Disinfecting
Multiple studies found that cleaning agents typically used to 
disinfect medical equipment can exacerbate respiratory 
problems in patients and medical professionals with asthma 
and other respiratory ailments. Some found certain 
cleaning products and processes to be ineffective in 
preventing contamination. Additionally, some common 
mattress surfaces are incompatible with a number of 
EPA-registered cleaner-disinfectants. Path-O-Wrap helps 
to reduce the use of harsh chemical cleaners and can 
decrease the risk of exposure to blood-borne illnesses. 
Path-O-Wrap is the barrier between contaminated devices 
and the personnel assigned to clean them.

The Need for Protection




